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Poultry CAFOs
Industrial poultry farms and their impacts to your waters

Poultry facilities are not permitted like other types of industrial animal 
agriculture. We do not know how many poultry facilities exist, their locations, or 
where the waste is applied. We do know however, that many are located within 
the 100-year floodplain and are vulnerable during floods. 

The lack of regulations makes it nearly impossible to determine where poultry 
litter is spread. Litter is moved to other farms for fertilizer, increasing pollution 
source points. Transportation records are scant, hard to access and often 
incomplete. Facility operational documentation is kept on site; it is not available 
for review, nor is it submitted to NCDEQ for any kind of review.
Incomplete and inaccessible records contribute to the overall lack of 
transparency within the industry. Poultry CAFOs operate with little oversight. 
Investigations into potential violations are kept secret by the “Ag Gag”, a law 
that prohibits state officials from divulging information on their investigations 
of the facilities.

Problem 2:  Lack of regulation of 
a growing industry.

Problem 1:  Poultry CAFOs impact water quality

During Hurricane Florence in 2018:

Facilities Flooded
35

Birds Died
1.8M

Poultry litter is the dry waste generated from industrialized poultry confined animal 
feeding operations (CAFOs). The litter is comprised of manure, feathers, bedding, 
and some dead birds, and contains high levels of nutrients and bacteria. It is stored 
on the ground, often unlined and uncovered, leaving it exposed to rain and wind, 
which carries the nutrients and bacteria to our waterways.
Nutrient pollution is already a major problem in our rivers. A 2017 report from 
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ) stated that poultry 
waste is the largest and fastest growing source of nutrients. The excess nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and potassium carried into our waterways can result in algae blooms 
that create oxygen-starved “dead zones”.
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We are advocating for state funding of a poultry study 
bill to prove the impacts of CAFOs and need for greater 
regulation and enforcement. Our own scientific studies 
show impact data of CAFOs in our waterways. Our 
reports and meetings with decision makers all further 
this goal.
We conduct aerial surveys plus ground fieldwork 
to identify locations of facilities and spot potential 
violations related to storage of poultry litter. 
We are developing a model for identifying poultry 
barns via satellite imagery in conjunction with the 
Environmental Working Group (EWG).

What is Sound Rivers doing?

A state-funded poultry study bill in order to identify 
the extent of pollution impacts to our waterways 
and communities. 
Enforcement of the current regulation that requires 
poultry litter piles to be covered. Currently, facilities 
can leave piles uncovered for one month before they 
could even potentially be penalized for it. 
Restrict construction of any new poultry facilities in the 
100-year floodplain.

What is needed?


