
     Is it safe to swim? Is it safe to eat the fish I caught? 
My dog drank some of the water, will he be okay? These 
are just a few of the routine questions our Riverkeepers 
are asked each year, particularly during the summer 
months. Our 2017 newsletters will begin to explore 
these questions in greater detail along with the potential 
impact of a changing climate. 
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Environmental Protection Agency, for the first time, 
is proposing standards for toxins produced by algae 
to protect public health. The development of these 
standards is an important first step for adequate 
monitoring, reporting, and appropriate science 
based guidance as to when swim advisories should 
be announced, something that is currently lacking 
in North Carolina. 
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contaminants, information is lacking on the 
potential health issues from consuming fish and 
other seafood affected by harmful algal blooms. 

toxic algal blooms and 400,000 people in Toledo, Ohio 
were without drinking water for several days due to a 
toxic algal bloom there.       

    In 2016 we witnessed blooms of 
harmful algae in the Pamlico River and 
adjacent creeks that may have been 
unprecedented. They are called 
harmful because exposure to these 
blooms can result in adverse health 
effects to humans and animals. The 
nearby Chowan River has experienced 
several blue-green algal blooms like 
this for the past two years. In 2014, 
drinking water supplies on the Cape 
Fear River were  impacted  by harmful

   In addition to the potential 
health impacts of harmful algal
blooms, health experts advise that 
excess consumption of some species 
of fish may be  harmful due to 
contaminants such as mercury or 
PCB. This information may not be 
widely known by recreational and 
subsistence fishermen/women. In 
addition to those known 

     In this newsletter, our Lower Neuse Riverkeeper 
will explore the impacts of climate change on our 
water resources. The spring newsletter will tackle 
the questions regarding fish consumption, followed 
by harmful algal blooms and safe swimming in the 
summer, and seafood consumption for our fall 
edition.  

     Have a question? Send it to us and we'll strive to 
find you an answer! 

6

   During last summer's investigations, our three 
Riverkeepers discovered that toxins produced by some 
blue-green algae are not well studied in our region. 
Attempts to gather information and advice for the 
public from state as well as local health and 
environmental agencies revealed a need for greater 
coordination between governmental agencies and the 
non-profits that serve our communities through 
outreach and engagement. Just recently the 
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Goodbye 2016, Hello 2017
by Harrison Marks 

Greetings from Leadership

   Thanks to your generosity in this 
past year, Sound Rivers was able to 
continue the important work of 
protecting our waterways. 2016 

was characterized by numerous legislative efforts to 
eliminate or erode water quality protections for the 
Neuse and Tar-Pamlico watersheds. Through hard 
work, good coordination with other environmental 
groups, and helpful public response, most of those 
efforts failed, and we are happy to celebrate that 
success.   
    Sound Rivers’ Riverkeepers worked harder than 

ever in 2016. Not only are the Riverkeepers advocating 
for your waterways, they are also making up for a lack 
of regulatory enforcement staff after several years of 
state funding cuts.  Robin Smith, a former Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources Assistant 
Secretary, provided a summary recently of what has 
happened to the Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) staff levels over the past few years:

Heather has been with Sound Rivers for 14 years. She 
is a role model for all of our staff, and is admired 
throughout the state for her scientific integrity as well 
as her commitment to clean water and healthy 
ecosystems. I am also excited to welcome Corinne 
Everett Belch as part-time Director of Development. 
Corinne will focus on communications and member 
development and her bio appears elsewhere in the 
newsletter.  

• Water quality and water resources regional
      staffing has been reduced by more than 40%

• The Neuse Rapid Response team, which responded
to fish kills and other events, was eliminated

• State sedimentation staff reduced by 45%; and
• 37 sedimentation staff were made responsible for

12,000+construction sites, an impossible task

     Our rivers have shaped the history of our region, 
and continue to be essential to the health and well-
being of the people in our watersheds. As we head 
further into 2017, Sound Rivers will continue our 
dedication to the restoration and protection of water 
quality and related ecosystems in the Neuse and Tar-
Pamlico river basins. We envision a future with 
creeks, rivers, and the Pamlico Sound fully restored 
with clean fishable, swimmable, drinkable water for 
all to enjoy. Thank you for your support of Sound 
Rivers, and your commitment to our mission.

  These are just some of the many impacts on the 
department caused by purposefully inadequate 
funding from the legislature (see information from Ms. 
Smith's blog smithenvironment.com for more details). 
We are heartened by Gov. Cooper’s selection of 
Michael Regan as DEQ Secretary. Secretary Regan’s 
educational background and extensive experience at 
the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Environmental Defense Fund demonstrate his 
preparation and commitment to protect the state’s 
natural treasures for the enjoyment of the public. 
Sound Rivers will do all it can to support Regan and 
DEQ staff in 2017 and beyond. 

     As we enter the new year, I am pleased to announce 
two organizational changes. Heather Deck, the 
Pamlico-Tar Riverkeeper, has also been named Deputy 
Director of Sound Rivers in recognition of the 
incredible leadership she provides to the organization. 

Upcoming Events Visit the Website for More Info at 
Soundrivers.org

Saturday,  April 22, 2017- Spring River Cleanups 
8am-12pm. Locations include New Bern, 
Washington, Greenville, Rocky Mount and more. 
See page 8 for volunteer opportunities. 

Tuesday, March 11, 2017 - A Time for Science Expo
10am-3pm, Greenville

Saturday, March 14, 2017 - Taste of Coastal Carolina 
6pm, New Bern (See Page 10 for details)

Saturday, April 8, 2017 - NC Science Fair
10am-4pm, Washington

Saturday, April 29, 2017 - Kids River Fest
10am-2pm, River Park North, Greenville

Saturday, November 11, 2017- Pamlico-Tar Oyster
Roast 6pm-10pm, Washington Civic Center
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Climate Change and Water Resources 
by Travis Graves

Climate science reports to the public are generally 
big-picture stories centered on the rising 
temperatures of our oceans, and how increases in 
temperature are driving sea level rise and extreme 
weather events to become more frequent and of 
greater impact. But, there is another side of the coin 
that lands a bit further inland. Rising temperatures 
are causing significant changes to our freshwater 
resources as well - changes that are accelerating at an 
alarming rate. To establish some perspective, let’s take 
an inventory of exactly what we are discussing.

     We live on a planet that is primarily covered with 
water – about 71% of the surface of the earth, to be 
more specific. About 98% of that water is salty, and 
2% of that water is fresh. Of that 2%, about 2/3 is 
snow and ice stored in the form of glaciers, polar ice 
caps and snow pack, and about 1/3 is groundwater. 
Amazingly less than 0.5%, or one half of one 
percent of the 2% freshwater total, is surface water 
like rivers, lakes, swamps, and streams, and 0.05% is 
in the form of water vapor in our atmosphere. To put 
that into hard numbers, the total volume of water in, 
on, and above the surface of the earth is about 
332,500,000 cubic miles. Of that staggering volume 
of water, about 22,340 cubic miles is fresh water in 
rivers, lakes streams, and the like – that’s less than 
0.01% of all water associated with the planet Earth. In 
this context, we can see how precious, and how 
limited, our freshwater resources are. 

How then, you may ask, is climate change 
affecting this tiny percentage of water that we all 
depend on for drinking and washing, irrigation of our 
crops, fishing, and recreation?  To begin answering 
this question, I will focus on two issues that are vital to 
the health of surface waters in eastern NC; algal 
blooms and freshwater mussels.  Algal blooms are 
driven, in large part, by water temperature and 
available nutrients, both of which increase with the 
effects of climate change. Warmer temperatures 
prevent water from mixing, which allows algae to 
grow faster and thicker. It is easier for small organisms 
to move through warm water, allowing algae to float 
to the surface faster, which provides it with more 
access to the sunlight it requires to grow. Algae at the 
surface also absorbs more heat, again causing the 
water temperature to rise even faster. Global climate 
change is also initiating a “binge and purge” rainfall 
cycle with longer periods of drought interrupted by 
more severe and more frequent large scale storm 
events, much like we have seen first-hand in eastern 
NC in the recent years. With this type of cycle, severe 
flooding transports more nutrients and other 
pollutants to the rivers during major storm events, and 
then stores those pollutants in increasingly warmer 
and less dynamic rivers slowed by drought. 

Climate Spotlight

   Our other subject of interest here, freshwater 
mussels, are already victim to the effects of climate 
change. Although not as photogenic as polar bears or 
coral reefs, they play a fundamental role in the health 
of our waters; each individual adult filters nearly 10 
gallons of water each day. (Their cousin, the oyster, 
can filter 30-40 gallons of water each day). Already, 
freshwater mussels are considered by some 
researchers to be the most imperiled group of animals 
in North America. A majority of the more than 300 
species native to North America are either extinct or 
threatened due to pollution and habitat destruction, 
and now climate change may be the straw that breaks 
the camel’s back. According to a USGS study, when 
water temperatures reach more than 85 degrees, 
mortality rates for mussels less than two months old 
jump to nearly 50%. For reference, surface water 
temperatures in the southeastern U.S. have been 
recorded above 95 degrees during the recent drought 
years. Teresa Newton, co-author of the USGS study 
summed it up well, saying, “If we are not careful, 
they’re going to wink out in front of our eyes." 
(Continued Page 4)

Global estimates of freshwater resources



    Here at home we are already seeing the effects of 
climate change first-hand in the two 500-year floods 
that have occurred in the last 17 years, and the 
drought-fueled wildfires that burned tens of thousands 
of acres this year in eastern Tennessee and western 
North Carolina. Combined, these events have caused 
billions of dollars in damage to our environment, our 
infrastructure, and our personal property. The effects of 
climate change make the news when rivers flood and 
forests burn, but their impacts are degrading our 
freshwater resources every day, in more ways than the 
two I have touched on here. Increasing levels of algae, 
especially hazardous algae blooms of the blue-green 
type, and loss of our bivalve filter feeders like 
freshwater mussels, are a recipe for disaster in our 
rivers. As a theoretical risk, this would be extremely 
unsettling, but in this case, the painful reality is that it 
is already happening right in our back yards.
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Advocacy UpdatesClimate Change

NC Riverkeepers Report: Dead in the 
Water

     "Dead in the Water: Environmental Enforcement in 
North Carolina" is the first comprehensive report that 
details the work of Riverkeepers across North 
Carolina. This state has a proud history of 
environmental protection. However, 2016 was a year 
of vast devastation and increased pollution, from 
storms, the burgeoning hog and chicken industries, 
coal ash, and other chemicals and abuses. 
Contributing to the problem were environmental 
officials who turned a blind eye to the pollution,  or 
were slow to respond to issues. Combine this with state 
legislators attempting to roll back protections, and you 
have a state where Riverkeepers have to work harder 
than ever to protect our waters.  Read the full report at 
soundrivers.org.

Continued from Page 3

Atlantic Coast Pipeline to Impact 
Sensitive Streams and Water Supplies

    The proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP) is an 
interstate natural gas transmission pipeline in Virginia 
and North Carolina. The ACP is currently proposed to 
cross 343 bodies of water in North Carolina. Included 
in that are the Neuse and Tar Rivers, Swift Creek (an 
outstanding resource water), Fishing Creek, Little River 
as well as others. For many of these crossings, the ACP 
proposes during construction to open trench / dam and 
pump, which could mean significant impacts to 
streams, wildlife and downstream water quality. 

    The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is 
the lead permitting agency. FERC released a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement on December 30, 
2016.  The purpose of this document is to provide 
details on environmental impacts, plans to off-set those 
impacts and ultimately decide the fate of a project 
alternative that should be the least damaging to our 
environmental, natural and cultural resources, 
including consideration of public health and 
environmental justice. Your Riverkeepers are reviewing 
this document now. 

    Public hearings have been scheduled for February. 
Check soundrivers.org for more information and details. 

Proposed CSX Intermodal in Rocky 
Mount

   Your Pamlico-Tar Riverkeeper and Sound Rivers 
Projects Manager, Matt Butler met with officials from 
CSX regarding a large new intermodal project located 
within the Beech Branch watershed of the Tar River. The 
project is in the early stages of permitting, and our staff 
will be reviewing permit applications to ensure the 
company is keeping its promise to do more than the 
legal minimum to mitigate its environmental impact to 
our wetlands and waters. 
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Advocacy Updates

     Last month I spoke at the public hearing against 
the Duke Energy HF Lee draft wastewater permit. The 
permit is not protective of the Neuse River water 
quality and does not protect those who fish or use the 
river as a source of recreation. We will have to wait 
until regulators take action to have a better idea of 
what our next steps will be. My hope is that a new 
and greatly improved draft permit is issued followed 
by another public comment period.  Below are some 
points that I made during the hearing.

In a January 12th letter to the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ), the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
External Civil Rights Compliance Office expressed “deep 
concern” that the State’s failure to adequately regulate 
more than 2,200 industrial hog operations has a 
disparate, discriminatory impact on African American, 
Latino, and Native American communities in eastern 
North Carolina. The letter was sent to NCDEQ in 
connection with EPA’s ongoing investigation into a 
federal civil rights complaint filed in September 2014 by 
the North Carolina Environmental Justice Network 
(NCEJN), the Rural Empowerment Association for 
Community Help (REACH), and Waterkeeper Alliance. 
The groups are represented in this matter by Earthjustice 
and the UNC Center For Civil Rights.

EPA’s “Letter of Concern” urges NCDEQ to take 
immediate steps to address the discriminatory impacts of 
the state’s swine waste management system. For decades, 
state law has allowed industrial swine operations to 
dispose of hog waste using lagoon and sprayfield 
systems, which store hog feces and urine in open-air, 
unlined pits before spraying this waste onto fields. 

Questions Remain on Duke Energy Coal 
Ash Permit 
By, Matthew Starr, Upper Neuse Riverkeeper

1. Not only would this permit pave the way for a
coal ash landfill, but the draft permit would also 
allow Duke Energy to pollute the Neuse River with 
arsenic at over 2,000 times the surface water 
standard for water supplies and protection of 
human health, and unlimited amounts of other coal 
ash pollutants like lead, chromium, and mercury, 
when it pumps out the ash basins prior to removing 
the ash.
2. The permit says Duke will install a treatment
system for its discharges. DEQ needs to hold Duke 
Energy accountable by including enforceable limits 
on its discharges, not just rely on vague promises 
that the water will be treated.
3. Lastly, since this permit appears to be so far
outside the scope of what is more likely to be 
reality, DEQ must amend the permit to remove 
references to the on-site landfill and add required 
limits for toxic pollutants when the lagoons are 
pumped out, and then re-issue a draft permit with 
a new public notice and comment period. With the 
current draft permit the public can not accurately 
evaluate the impacts to the Neuse River and the 
public that uses the river until we know exactly 
what they are proposing for effluent limits, 
monitoring, and the fate of the coal ash.

EPA Expresses "Deep Concern" over 
Discriminatory Impacts of Industrial Hog 
Operations in NC     
By Travis Graves, Lower Neuse Riverkeeper     In 2016, Sound Rivers secured an important legal 

victory to ensure that the coal ash currently stored in 
unlined pits along the Neuse River in Goldsboro 
would be removed by Duke Energy. As part of that 
removal process, Duke Energy is required to obtain a 
wastewater discharge permit from our state 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). A draft 
permit was released by the previous DEQ 
administration in late 2016.

EPA’s documented concerns come three months after 
community members from eastern North Carolina 
traveled to Washington, D.C. and urged agency officials 
to visit the region to better understand the health and 
environmental impacts that industrial hog operations 
have on communities of color. EPA officials made the trip 
to North Carolina last November as part of a fact-finding 
effort that yielded testimony from 85 residents who live 
in close proximity to these facilities.



   In response, the newly appointed NC DEQ Secretary, 
Michael Regan (see page 11) released a public statement 
in the News and Observer, noting that the agency will 
be taking action to address the concerns raised by EPA. 
The letter stated, "we take seriously our legal and moral 
obligation to protect the environment as well as the 
health and well-being of all North Carolina residents. 
While the Cooper administration was not involved in 
these issues or the investigation that dates back to 2014, 
we will take this opportunity to thoroughly explore this 
matter with an open mind and a fresh set of eyes."

     The Sound Rivers staff looks forward to working with 
NCDEQ to resolve these and many other water pollution 
issues caused by industrial hog and poultry operations. 
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Volunteer SpotlightAdvocacy Updates

By Heather Deck, Pamlico-Tar Riverkeeper

    When you hear the term 
"labor of love" many images 
may come to mind. For me, 
this saying is defined best in 
the past year by Sound Rivers 
member, Blounts Creek 
activist, and volunteer Ed 
Rhine. 

 of staying power you can only dream of, and Ed has been 
one of those leaders.     

Continued from Page 5

Hurricane Matthew Aftermath

     In the days leading up to, and immediately following 
Hurricane Matthew, your Riverkeepers mobilized on 
the ground, on the water, and in the air to assess the 
damage and provide reports to regulators, the public, 
and local and national news outlets. Highlighting these 
efforts, Matthew Starr, your Upper Neuse Riverkeeper, 
identified Duke Energy’s illegal discharge of coal ash 
into the Neuse River at the HF Lee facility in Goldsboro.

    From the air, your Riverkeepers conducted more 
than 30 hours of investigation, identifying flooded 
swine and poultry CAFOs for referral to State 
regulators, documenting the flooding of coal ash 
storage ponds and a failed levee at HF Lee and 
escorting local and national news reporters as they 
covered the devastation caused by our second 500 year 
flood in 17 years. 

   Researchers from NC State and UNC will be 
evaluating the Neuse and Pamlico Estuaries this year to 
see how our Rivers will respond to the doubling of 
annual nutrient pollution caused by the flood. 

An industrial hog 
facility located 

next to the Neuse 
River floods after 

Hurricane 
Matthew

 Within the Blounts Creek 
Community, I have found 
water activists with the type  

     A teacher and school adminstrator for 49 years, Ed has 
used his extensive experience and background to 
advocate for the special waterway he was drawn to. From 
community meetings to speaking out at public hearings 
and letters to the editor, Ed has made educating and 
engaging the community about the threats to Blounts 
Creek a priority. 

     Sound Rivers staff and board are pleased to recognize 
Ed, and the entire Blounts Creek Community, in their 
efforts to advocate for clean water. To honor them, be 
sure to check out page 10 for our Blounts Creek legal 
updates and visit our webpage to take action and support 
Blounts Creek!

Sound Rivers would like to acknowledge 
the Z.Smith Reynolds Foundation and the 

Eddie and Jo Allison Smith Family 
Foundation for their continued support of 
Sound Rivers and our mission to protect 

the Neuse and Tar-Pamlico Rivers

      Ed has been a central player in the Save Blounts Creek 
community and campaign to prevent irreparable damage 
to Blounts Creek that would be caused if a wastewater 
discharge into the creek is allowed from a planned 
Martin Marietta Mine.  Last year, Ed used his decades of 
woodworking skills and years of experience to build a 
beautiful wood strip canoe that raised $10,000 to help 
the cause. 
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Citizen Science

     Over the past ~60 years, native mud crabs in 
estuaries along the US east coast have been greatly 
impacted by an invasive parasite; a highly modified 
barnacle, specifically adapted to infect certain 
species of crabs. 

Dr. Blakeslee and her students will be looking for 
volunteers to help pick through their crab “condo” 
collecting units deployed in several locations along 
these two rivers, including Goose Creek State Park, 
Croatan National Forest, and the Cedar Island 
National Wildlife Refuge, among 
others. 

No heavy-lifting or special equipment is needed, 
and training will occur on-site. Some sites require 
walking and shoes/clothes that can get wet or slightly 
muddy. Volunteers can decide to meet us on site, or 
can accompany us throughout the day’s work (space 
is limited). This event will run from 1-2 hours or up 
to 10 hours, depending on the volunteers’ level of 
interest. Multiple collecting trips will be scheduled 
throughout the summer.  

The Rise of "Zombie Crabs" 
by Chris Moore, ECU, Dept. of Biology

    The parasite, Loxothylacus panopaei (“Loxo” for 
short), is native to the Gulf of Mexico and southeast 
Florida but was absent from much of the Atlantic 
until it was transported with Gulf of Mexico oysters 
to the Chesapeake Bay in the 1960s, where it then 
spread up and down the coast. This “body-
snatching” parasite seeks out and penetrates its crab 
host, hijacking its internal physiology, extracting 
resources, and changing its behavior. Male crabs 
become “feminized” and protect and groom the 
parasite’s larval sac just as female crabs do for their 
own broods. Most significantly, the parasite 
eliminates reproductive abilities for both male and 
female crabs. Essentially, these crab “zombies” serve 
as a vessel for the barnacle's reproduction but can no 
longer reproduce themselves, which is a serious 
consequence for these ecologically-important native 
crab populations and the communities in which they 
reside. 

Because this parasitic barnacle is a recent 
invasion to the southeastern USA, including North 
Carolina, many questions remain about the impact 
to estuarine communities. Researchers and students 
in the lab of Dr. April Blakeslee, Associate Professor 
of Biology at ECU, intend to determine if crabs have 
a refuge from infection when occupying low-
salinity waters that are less beneficial to the 
parasite. They will do so by sampling for mud crabs 
and the parasite along a salinity gradient in the 
Pamlico and Neuse Rivers, and they need your 
help! 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 

Black-fingered mud 
crab: one of several 

species of  mud crabs 
native to the Atlantic 

Coast

Crab "condos" are small 
plastic milk crates filled 
with oyster shells. Crabs 
are attracted to the stable 
habitat that the crate 
provides. 

If you are interested in learning more, please 
email volunteer@soundrivers.org.

Students from ECU sort through samples 
looking for mud crabs.
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Riffl es & Runs

Volunteer Positions Available

Water Trail Stewards Manager
The Water Trail Stewards Manager is responsible for 
communicating with prospective and current 
stewards; reviewing potential stewards; and 
overseeing Sound Rivers’ Water Trail Steward 
program. Time committment: ~15 hrs/week

Water Trail Stewards
The Water Trail Steward is responsible for 
managing and completing monthly inspections and 
required maintenance of at least 1 camping 
platform. The steward reports directly to the Water 
Trail Steward Manager. Time committment ~5-15 
hrs/month

Oyster Roast Planning Committee. Join staff starting 
this summer to assist planning for this annual event. 
Help to acquire silent auction donations from area 
businesses and donors. 

Have time, treasure, and talents to share? 
Volunteering has been shown to make people 42% 
happier. Our staff would love to add you to the team! 
Visit soundrivers.org for detailed descriptions and 
how to sign-up or simply send an email to 
volunteer@soundrivers.org. 
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Kids River Fest Volunteers
Join SRI staff on Saturday, April 29th in Greenville 
for an exciting day for kids of all ages. Help needed 
at all booths, including art, kayaking, fishing, check-
in, etc. 2 hour shifts available

Area Cleanup Coordinators
Staff need assistance in coordinating area cleanups 
for Saturday, April 22nd in the following towns: 
Washington, Tarboro, Louisburg, and New Bern. 
Help with logistics and recruitment of participants. 
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Riffl es & Runs

Grant Awarded to Begin Neuse River 
Water Trail

 Sound Rivers is proud to announce an award of 
$60,487 to begin construction of two camping 
platforms and one ADA Access on the Neuse River in 
Kinston. 

The purpose of the Water Trail is to:
1) increase recreational access to natural resources

in Eastern North Carolina,
2) provide safe overnight camping opportunities

through camping platforms,
3) stimulate eco-tourism
4) and increase usability to the Neuse as an

alternative route to the Mountains to Sea Trail

Welcome to Corinne Everett Belch

Building Partners to Reduce 
Stormwater Pollution

    Polluted stormwater runoff, including sediment 
from poorly maintained construction sites, is the 
number one reason for poor water quality in North 
Carolina. Your Sound Rivers staff have been hard at 
work to build local partners in an effort to curb our 
growing stormwater pollution problem. Sediment can 
cause severe problems for creeks, rivers and estuaries 
we depend on for our drinking water, recreation, 
wildlife habitat and fishing. Stormwater is one of the 
main causes of pollution in the Neuse and Tar-Pamlico 
Rivers.    

A created wetland  was built on ECU's campus in 
2014 in an effort to reduce the stormwater 

pollution from parking lots 

     The platforms and launch will be the first of their 
type on the Neuse River and will give increased access 
and use of the Water Trail.  Our hope is that 
construction will begin sometime in 2018.  If you have 
any questions about the work please email Matt Butler 
at matt@soundrivers.org.

   Our staff is very excited to have such a large 
number of invested partners who all understand the 
importance of stormwater and the impacts to our 
waterways.  If you are interested in learning more 
about our college campus stormwater initiative, 
Landscaping for Clean Water, visit our website:  
www.soundrivers.org/restoration. For additional 
questions, please contact Matt Butler at 
matt@soundrivers.org.

   In 2017 Sound Rivers staff will work with six 
community colleges and the Beaufort County Schools 
to assess campuses' stormwater needs, and develop a 
plan of action to address pollution issues.  The projects 
are supported by the Albemarle-Pamlico National 
Estuarine Partnership and the North Carolina Division 
of Water Resources.  We will partner with NC State 
University and the Mid-East Council of Governments 
to complete this work during 2017.  Sound Rivers’ 
staff has also developed relationships with 12 
additional colleges and community colleges and have 
applied for funds to plan and build practices that will 
clean our area's water resources. 

In January 2017 Corinne 
Everett Belch joined Sound 
Rivers as our new Director of 
Development. Corinne grew up 
just outside Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania and has a lifelong 
passion for the environment – 
her first involvement in politics 
came at age seven with a letter 
to President George H.W. Bush 
regarding her concerns about 
the Everglades.

    After graduating with a B.A. in Art History from 
Hollins University in 2006, Corinne started a career in 
the non-profit sector in Durham, North Carolina. Most 
recently she was the Communications and 
Development Coordinator for Music Maker Relief 
Foundation. She has 10 years of non-profit experience 
helping organizations grow and meet their goals, and 
she is excited to get to know Sound Rivers’ wonderful 
supporters. Corinne enjoys kayaking, cooking, and 
reading. She and her husband Jeremy live in New Bern 
with their two rescue dogs. 

http://wnct.com/2015/07/09/three-camping-platforms-on-tar-river-are-coming-to-pitt-county/
http://www.newbernsj.com/article/20160126/NEWS/160129238
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Event Spotlight

Blounts Creek Decision Appealed, Again

The wait for a decision by the presiding Judge 
Phil Berger, Jr. ended in late November when he 
issued a ruling upholding a permit to Martin 
Marietta Materials.  This ruling fails to protect the 
many interests which benefit from Blounts Creek, 
and completely ignores the standards of the Clean 
Water Act intended to protect and preserve our 
waters.

 Sound Rivers' attorneys from the Southern 
Environmental Law Center appealed this decision in 
late December. This appeal was filed in Carteret 
County Superior Court on behalf of Sound Rivers 
and the NC Coastal Federation. 

Legal Update

   Our Pamlico-Tar Riverkeeper stated, “The 
decision completely ignores the interests of the 
people who live along the creek, fish its waters, and 
depend on its unique fisheries." The N.C. Division 
of Water Resources could require the company to 
pursue other available alternatives that would 
protect the creek, not hurt the local citizens, and 
comply with state and federal laws.”

    Support Sound Rivers while tasting the best of 
Coastal Carolina! The 14th Annual Taste of Coastal 
Carolina will take place March 14th, 2017 from 
6pm – 8pm at the Riverfront Convention Center in 
New Bern, NC. The event will feature flavors from a 
diverse array of local chefs in addition to great beer 
and wine. Tickets are $100 per person, $60 of 
which is tax deductible. Visit soundrivers.org to get 
your tickets today – only 350 are available and we 
anticipate another sold-out event!

    Taste of Coastal Carolina 2017 sponsors include: 
Grady-White Boats, Northwest Creek Marina, US 
Foods, CCHC, Nicholas Sparks Foundation, Andy 
Davidson, Fisher Fuel Markets, Boats Unlimited.

 Take Action!

Sound Rivers and partners began the challenge 
of a permit to Martin Marietta in 2013. In order to 
develop a 649-acre open pit mine outside 
Vanceboro in Beaufort County, N.C., Martin 
Marietta plans to pump up to 12 million gallons per 
day of ground and wastewater into Blounts Creek’s 
headwaters. The discharge will transform the 
swampy, high quality headwater habitat into a 
stream unlike anything found in coastal North 
Carolina, consisting primarily of the mine discharge 
wastewater, permanently altering the creek’s 
diversity of life and abundance of high quality 
habitat for fish.

Visit Save Blounts Creek Facebook page: 
"saveblountscreeknc" to find out how you can help 
support Blounts Creek. 

  Spend your Saturdays 
outside! Sound Rivers will 
host Kids’ River Fests at River 
Park North in Greenville on 
Saturday, April 29th from 
10am-2pm.  Kids’ River Fest 
is an outdoor event 
celebrating our rivers and 
includes hands on activities 
for kids as well as shows, 
musical performances, 
bounce houses, kayaking and 
crafts.   

 Getting out in Nature! 
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Policy and Legislative Updates

     The North Carolina General Assembly apparently 
wasn't satisfied to hold one December 2016 Special 
Session. What started as one called session to 
approve disaster relief funds for victims of Hurricane 
Matthew and flooding turned into three sessions that 
included everything from House Bill 2 repeal 
discussions and limiting incoming Governor 
Cooper's authority, to anti-environmental regulatory 
reform bills. 

    While the 2016 special sessions were action- 
packed, luckily no action was taken on the 
Regulatory Reform bill, and we'll take that as a win. 
This bill, as drafted, included more cutbacks to clean 
water protections. As reported by the NC League of 
Conservation Voters, House Bill 3 would have made 
major cutbacks to local stormwater pollution 
controls and doubled the length of streams that 
could be destroyed without any mitigation 
requirement.

December Special Session x 3 

Here's a few reasons why:
1) Of the streams that supply public drinking water
systems, 56% are intermittent, ephemeral, or 
headwater streams.  That’s over 7K miles out of 13K 
miles of streams. 
2)Headwater streams are a major source of food for
downstream aquatic ecosystems, accounting for  
between 50% and 70% of the aquatic life found in  
our watersheds. 
3) Headwaters are crucial for protection of
biodiversity. For example, at least 51 families and 
145 genera of aquatic insects have been collected 
over three decades of sampling in eight North 
Carolina headwater streams.

Protection of headwater streams is vital 
to protecting downstream water quality 

2017 Long Session Began in January

    The 2017 long session has begun. During the 
long session Sound Rivers' staff expect the return of 
a regulatory reform bill that will likely seek to roll 
back clean water protections. As has been the case 
the last six years, we expect more harmful 
legislation and attacks on clean water stashed in 
other bills throughout the session. Your calls and 
emails to the General Assembly will be vital to 
stopping these attacks.

New DEQ Secretary Begins Work

Why Small Streams are Important

     There has been a move over the past several years 
by leadership at the North Carolina General Assembly 
to roll back protections for small streams. 

     Sound Rivers is pleased with Governor Roy Cooper's 
selection for the Department of Environmental Quality 
Secretary,  Michael Regan. Mr. Regan, a native of 
Goldsboro, has extensive experience in 

environmental policy and 
management.  Regan 
worked for more than 10 
years at the Environmental 
Protection Agency. In 
addition, he spent eight 
years as the head of the 
southeastern  energy and 
climate policy for the 
Environmental Defense 
Fund. 

     Conservation groups all agree these attacks will 
be back this session. While small streams (those that 
your child could jump across) may seem meaningless 
to overall water quality, they are in fact the streams 
most in need of protection. 

DEQ Secretary, 
Michael Regan
(Photo EDF)
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14th Annual Taste of Coastal Carolina 
Tuesday, March 14, 2017

6 - 8 p.m.
New Bern Riverfront Convention Center

203 S Front Street, New Bern, NC

Tickets can be purchased online at 
soundrivers.org. Order today, the last 

two years were sell-outs!
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