
Duke Energy is committed to closing ash basins in ways
that put safety first, protect the environment, minimize
impacts to communities and manage costs.

Building on the momentum of coal ash excavation work
already underway at several Carolinas sites, the company
announced its recommendations to fully excavate all four
basins at the H.F. Lee Plant in Goldsboro, N.C.

While the basins are currently operating safely, the basins
are not suited for long-term permanent storage of the
material.

Based in science and engineering: Outside experts, along
with Duke Energy engineers and environmental experts,
conducted research at every basin, developed unique
closure recommendations for each site and tested them
against strict new state and federal regulations.

Extensive science and engineering studies tell us that
we need to excavate the 6 million tons of ash located
in basins at the H.F. Lee Plant property and safely store
the material in a fully lined solution. Studies noted the
possible risk of flooding at the plant site, which
makes excavation the best option for long-term safe
storage of the material.

Transportation: A transportation method and schedule
will be determined in the coming months, but wherever
possible the company wants to use rail to move the
material and lessen the impact on local communities.

Meeting state and federal standards: Duke Energy is
committed to the health, safety and well-being of the
communities we serve and to protecting the environment and natural resources. The company’s proposed strategy
is subject to the state’s basin classification, public input and necessary approvals from the North Carolina Department
of Environmental Quality.

All recommendations comply with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s recently published federal Coal
Combustion Residual (CCR) regulations and North Carolina’s Coal Ash Management Act (CAMA). 
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H.F. Lee Plant
County: Wayne
Commercial date: 1951
Retirement date: 2012



Site overview: When coal is burned, it creates multiple coal combustion products (CCPs), including fly ash, a fine material 
similar to the consistency of talcum powder, and bottom ash, which is a coarser, granular material collected from the 
bottom of coal-fired boilers. That material, totaling approximately 6 million tons at H.F. Lee, is safely stored on plant 
property, and the company continuously evaluates those storage methods. Because the H.F. Lee Plant has been retired, 
there is no coal combustion taking place and no additional ash being added to the ash basins. Over time, Duke Energy and 
the rest of the utility industry have changed and improved ash management practices.

For more information about coal ash safe basin closure, please visit duke-energy.com/SafeBasinClosure.

©2016 Duke Energy Corporation  162937  11/16

 
Ash 
Pond
1

Ash 
Pond
2Ash

Pond
3

Active 
Ash Pond

H.F. Lee Plant 

Polishing Pond

http://duke-energy.com/SafeBasinClosure

